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ADVERTISEMENT. 


having been generally understood that 

his Majesty proposed to celebrate d solemmn 
Thanksgioing in the Cathedral of St. Paul's, 
m Friday the 10th of November, the Yeo- 
manry of Olney were desirous of expressing 
the part they took in the joy and pious gra- 
ende of their Sovereign. They requested 
Sermon might he preached on the occa- 
mom; and the information that the King's 
wing to St. Paul's was postponed, came too 
(ue 10 alter their intention. The Sermon, 
preached at their request, is now printed by 
"er desire This is the only apology to be 
made for publishing a Sermon, written in er- 
rome huste, and never intended to be $16- 
mitted to the criticisms of the press. Tf it 
mul be thought to have any tendency bo 
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n rtess on the minds of his countrymen these 
important truths-—that the DIVINE FAVOUR 
is the ultimate oe of all NATIONAL PRO$- 
PERITY, and SIN the SURE DISGRACE and 
dul of every people tte Author will be 
 haghly gratified, ana amply recompenseda for 
his labour in writings his Sermon, and for 
uny censure his temerity ma cur in Pubs 


lising ii. 


PRAYE9! 


PRAYER before the SERMON. 


— —— RL 


1 and eternal God, Father of mankind. 
X Righteous Governor of our disordered world! — 
By Thee kings reign, and nations are made great and 
nrasperous. Thy favour is a rock of eternal strength 
to exuberant fountain of all felicity. With joyful 
cents we cast ourselves at Thy feet, and humbly pray 
"ee to accept our grateful praises for Thy late mercies 
+067 onilty land. Thou hast repeatedly laughed at the 
uch threats of our enemies, broken their strength in 
„alte, and crowned us with victory. Not unto us, but 
to Thee, O God, be all the glory. On this glad day 
we would record all Thy mercies ; and, looking back to 
he onion of our nation, and the annals of our history, 
commemorate Thy gracious dealings with our forefathers. 
on hast given us a fertile soil, and poured the seas, as 
wong defence, around our $hores. Thou hast en- 
che our land with commerce, and adorned it with 
ats. thou hast dignified us with that just and rational 
bene, which is one of the first distinctions of man, and 
mrowned our felicity with the inestimable blessings of 
Pure religion; which is to know "Thee the only true God, 
dus Christ, whom Thou hast sent. From the proud 
nas of invading foes, and from papal superstition, 
blind, and sunguinary, Thou hast preserved us 
nn me generation to another. 


h shame we confess, that we have not rendered to 
„O Lord, according to Ihy mercies. Our sins have 
affronted 
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[6] 
affronted Thy holiness, and our transgressions provoked 
Thy justice. Like Israel of old, our rebellions have been 
innumerable, and aggravated. by every circumstanc: 
which can make sin most sinful. While Thy judgments 
have been abroad in the carth, we have refuscd to learn 
righteousness, and alas! too often, have we polluted our 
thanksgivings for signal deliverances with intemperance 
and riot. Yet still, O Lord, spare Thy people, and let 
Thy long-suffering lead us to salvation. Give sincere and 
general repentance to the whole land; and may we shew 
our gratitude to Thee by our cheerful obedience to Thy 
precepts. 


Bless thy scrvant our King, and may Thy peace keep 
his heart, amidst the cares of government and the alarms 
of war. Endow our counsellors with wisdom and inte- 
grity, and our men of war with courage and fortitude. 
Unite all orders of men in the blessed service of God, 
and in the generous defence of their country. Do Thou, 
O Lord, fight for us with thy winds and waves; give us 
victories without the effusion of blood; and soon, very 
soon, restore to us the blessings of peace; binding con- 
tending nations in the delightful bonds of brotherly kind- 
ness. Lastly, we present our supplications for our ene- 
mies. Give them every good and perfect gift, which 
we ask for ourselves. Bless them with religion, liberty, 
and laws; with wealth and peace. All these mercies 
we humbly ask, in the name of Thy Son our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has taught us to say, Our Father, &c. 
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SERMON. 


I KINGS VIII. 44, 45. 

/f Thy people go out to battle against their enemies, 
whithersoever T hou $halt send them, and shall pray 
to the Lord, towards the city) Thou hast chosen, 
ond towards the house I have built for Thy name ; 
then, hear T hou in heaven their prayer, and their 
*upplcation, and maintain thew cause. 


BRETHREN, 
| Meet you on this occaſion with peculiar ſatiſ- 
1 faction. As a ſubject of Britain, I rejoice 
creatly in an event, the tendency of which is to 
maintain the independence of our country, to 
perpetuate her mild and limited monarchy, and 
'o ſecure to her citizens the bleſſings of freedom, 
aws, profperity, and peace. As a chriſtian, my 
heart overflows with gratitude to the great Go- 
'crnor of the world. As a miniſter of the goſpel, 
won point you to him who is the Lord of 
Halls and the God of Battles; and teach you, as 
"ell as myſelf, that thoſe victories, which we at- 
ute to the diſcipline and valour of the Britiſh 
arms, 


—— 


COSI 
arms, as to their ſecondary cauſes, are to he at. 
cribed to the Judge of all the carth—to the King 
Immortal, Inviſible, who weighs the nations in 
an equal balance, whole mercy ſuſtains the humble 
and meek, and whoſe juſtice ſcattereth the proud 
in the imagination of their hearts. 


Within a tew days, the Prince whom Divine 
Providence has eſtabliſhed over theſe _ aC- 
companied by his miniſters and nobles, will ap- 
pear in the cathedral of his metropolis, in the 
garb of a grateful ſuppliant, and there addreſs 
to the Sovereign Being thoſe joyful praifes and 
devout adorations, which are due for the fignal 
deliverances granted to his people. May the 


laudable example be followed by his ſubjects of 


every degree | May the heart of Great Britain be 
bowed before the Almighty as the heart of one 
man! And while the Divine Mercies inſpire an 
humble confidence in our God, and a patriot 
ſpirit to defend our country at the expence of 
lite and property, may they alſo engage us to 
reformation of manners, and the practice of that 
unfeigned piety, which, though it cannot be 
pleaded as the atonement of fin, may yet be 
graciouſly accepted as the proof of repentance. 


The paſſage of Scripture from which I adcrels 


rou, is a part of the ſolemn prayer of Solomon, 
King 


al- 


e of 


dreſs 
mon, 


King 
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King of iſrael, on the dedication 'of his ſplendid 
zemple. In that prayer, Solomon ſuppoſes va- 
tous calamities which the Jewiſh people might 
ay upon themſelves by ſin; ſuch as drought, 
amine, pcſtilence, war, and captivity in a ſtrange 
land, In all theſe cafes he prays the Lord, if 
the prople repent, and make their ſupplication 
wards the temple, that He would hear their 
mayer and grant them a gracious deliverance. 
[hat te 8%, and the prince who dedicated it, 

re eminent types of our Redeemer. Solomon, 
$ * of David, the King of Iſrael, famed for wiſ- 
dom, wealth, and peace, faintly delineated that 
ore illuſtrious offspring of David, of whoſe king- 
wm, riches, glory, and peace, there ſhall be no 
end. The temple of Solomon, in which was 
lepotited the ark of the covenant, and every 
acred ſymbol of God's preſence with his people, 
repreſented the divine perſon of Jeſus, in whom 
(welt 21] the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily, and 


'wough whom alone, as the only Mediator be- 


een God and man, all our prayers are to be 
«rclied to the Divine Majeſty. Hence thoſe 
1 he ſpake while he tabernacled among 

* Deſtroy this w_—_— and in three days 1 
11rale if up again ;” meaning, as St. John in- 

us, © the temple of his body.” Under the 
iv of theſe obſervations, were the whole of 
15 prayer tranflated into the language of 


[3 the 
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the chriſtian church ; it might, as to its {pirit and 
principles, be thus expreſſed “ Grant, O Lord, 
“that to whatever dangers a chriſtian people 
* may be expoſed, or into whatever evils thei; 
ſins may precipitate them, yet upon their fin- 
cere repentance and humble addreſs to Thee, 
** through Thy Son Jefus Chriſt, their ſins may be 
pardoned, and their calamities removed.“ This 
was not only the prayer of Solomon, but is, in 
effect, now offered for us'in heaven by our bleſſed 
Lord. The New leſtament bears ample teſt). 
mony to this confolatory truth; and no nation 
who repents and prays, as they are here inſtructed, 
{hall pray in vain. 


Before I apply the text to the preſent joytul 
occation, I beg permiſſion to obſerve on the words 
of Solomon. That wiſe and peaccable king 
whoſe happy reign was never diſturbed by the 
alarms of war, was nevertheleſs of opinion, that, 
in ſome caſes, it became juſt and neceſſary ; anc 
that the very God of peace, however. reluctant 
(for judgment is his © ſtrange work”) might tend 
forth his people on this ſanguinary errand. God 
forbid I ſhould make the remark to excite t 
ſpirit of vengeance, or to induce you to conhder 
ihe calamities of war as trivial. War is to be 
abhorred and ſhunned as the laſt, the moſt exterr 
five, and complicated of human evils ; but, whe! 
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Fl 
becomes unavoidable, we ſhould make up our 
minds to the greatneſs of the occafion, and meet 
+ with chriſtian fortitude. If in the hour of dedi- 
ating the temple of peace, and breathing the 
acred language of inſpiration, Solomon prays 
G4 to go forth to battle with his people, and to 
12in14in their cauſe z; much more may we prefer 
fame requeſt, who are contending with an 
nemy whoſe view is not merely to conquer, but 
t defirov. In ſuch a cauſe, the beſt of men, the 
geuteſt lovers of peace, may lawfully engage, and 
e authorized to look to heaven for ſucceſs. 


When we addreſs ourſelves to God to maintain 
cauſe, we tacitly confeſs a truth, univerſally 
1knowledged, but by no means adverted to as 
5 1portance demands. I mean, that the battle 
5tne Lord's; that He, and He alone, giveth vic- 
ory to princes, and faves from the perils of the 
We cannot prevail by the multitude ot 
t, and diſcipline and valour are of no avail, 


DO i 
I JLy' 


le be not propitious to our arms. This prin- 


% teaches humility and peace, and inſpires 
contdence and gratitude, The man who feels 
> miuence diſclaims every human dependence; 
nd knowing the battle is not to the ſtrong, he 
>19t willed by a confidence of his own ſtrength, 
» provoke quarrels and to ruſh headlong into 
Wochtcnus war. He loves peace, and carefully 

B 2 cultivates 
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„ 
cultivates it; but when ſtern neceſſity calls him 
to the field, when he lifts his arm in the juſt 
defence of his country, when the honour of his 
forefathers and the freedom of his poſterity, whey 
property and right, Jaws and religion, are all 
ſtaked on the dreadfu] arbitration of the ſword, 
he can oppoſe to his enemy a firm foot and a 
dauntleſs breaſt, Manly courage is ſupported 
and inflamed by religious confidence. He gif. 
dains to count the number of his enemies, but 
calmly relies on the juſtice of his cauſe, and the 
protection of that Power which alone confers 
ſucceſs in war. 


He who prays God to maintain his cauſe, and 
who in battle looks to Heaven, will, after he i 
crowned with victory, lay that crown at ihe leet 
of the Almighty. Juſtice commands, and gra- 
titude compels him to aſcribe victory to Him, 0 
whom alone it is due. His heart will not iwell 
with proud triumph, nor will he baſely inſult over 
a fallen foe. No boaſting words ot vanity wil 
be heard from his lips. A juſt ſenſe of the Divine 
mercies will at once enlarge, exalt, ſoften, and 
' purify his heart. His language will be, What 
* ſhall I render to the Lord for all his mercics 
He ſhall be my God, and my portion for eve 
„To Him ſhall the tribute of praiſe, cordial and 


* conſtant, ariſe from my lips; and my life ſha 
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© bear teſtimony to my gratitude, I will imitate 


« the holy and righteous Being whom I adore, 
« and will atteſt to men and angels, that it is my 
First ambition, to love, to honour, and to ſerve 
„lim, all the days of my life.“ 


Such as I have deſcribed is the natural and 
neceſſary iſſue of a religious confidence. For 
years paſt we have been praying God to main- 
ain our cauſe, Our prayers are heard. His 
arm has been ſtretched forth to fave us, and it is 
my taſk, this day, to call upon you, to lift your 
hearts and hands to Heaven in the exerciſes of 
praiſe and thankſgiving. For this purpoſe, I 
jhall—t. Take a view of the ſignal deliverances 
granted us in the courſe of the preſent war: 
„ Lxplam the nature, and enforce the duty of 
cligivus thankſgiving: III. Conclude with an 


1 
* 


cxhortation proper to the occaſion. 


|. Let us take a view of the ſignal deliverances 


granted us in the courſe of the preſent war. 


ſu the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, many valuable 


polie:lions of the enemy have fallen into our 


By theſe ſucceſſes we have prevented 
[tack of our enemies, intercepted their 
es, annihilated their commerce, and diſ— 
their marine. Thoſe poſſeſſions remain 
with 


with us, as the pledges of a ſafe and hononr- 
able peace: That point gained, we ſhall gladly 
reſtore moſt, if not all them, to their former 
maſters; but we muſt not on that account, con- 
hider them as trivial acquiſitions. Had it not 


been ſor theſe ſucceſſes, we ſhould hardly have 


retained our own poſlettions in thoſe parts of the 
globe. France and Holland, enriched by their 
colomes and commerce, would have condutted 
the war in Europe with double energy. Their 


merchant ſhips would have been a nurfery of 


ſeamen for their ſhips of war; and inſtead of our 
navy riding triumphant on the ocean, and block- 
ing up their ports, their victorious forces might 
this day be ravaging our peaceful fields with fire 
and ſword. Theſe then, however they may be 
deſpiſed by ignorant men, or vilified by deſigning 
oncs, are real and great advantages. The fcene 
of war is thereby removed from England, which 
is the ſeat of the empire, and the ſtrength of the 
nionarchy ; and, by ſuch offenſive operations, we 
hall either avoid the neceſſity of defending our 
own thores, or, if that neceſſity ſhould ſtill recur, 
be better provided to repel the invaſion. 


Now turn vour eyes to that element uhich 
{urrounds us with a barrier of waters, more 
advantageous than bulwarks of ſtone. It is on 
her liquid plains that the grandeur of Great 
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Pritain is ſeen and envied by neighbouring na- 


tions. Every ſea proclaims the glory of her flag; 


every wind returns ſome rich merchantman to her 


ports. We are to review a ſeries of naval vic- 
tories, ſuch as never before graced the reign of 
an Engliſh King, or indeed of any Potentate, an- 
cient or modern. The advantages gained by 
rd Hood at Toulon, where fo large a part of the 
French navy was deſtroyed, were followed by the 
victories of Earl Howe, Lord Bridport, and Lord 
vt. Vincent, the capture of a Dutch fleet by Lord 
{\Iphinſtone, of a Spanith fleet by Admiral Har- 
vey, and is now completed by the defeat of 
the Dutch by Admiral Duncan. All theſe vic- 
tories contribute to ruin the naval power of the 
2nemy, and to cſtabliſh the ſupcriority of our 
marine; to diſable them from invading the 
country, and to provide us with the ſtrongeſt 
\ctence; and finally, to procure for us that ſecure 
peace to which all our wiſhes aſpire, and in 
tte obtaining of which all our labours will 


The ſeaſonableneſs of theſe victories, and the 
peculiar circumſtances under which they were 
gad, will alſo merit attention. They have 
repe-tedly fruſtrated the projected invaſions of 
rance, and have cheered our ſpirits, and en- 


.ouraged our exertions, at a time when every 


poſt 
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poſt from the Continent ſunk our hearts with 
accounts of defeat and diſtreſs. The ſevere 
wound inflicted on the French at Toulon, and 
the capture of the Dutch fleet at the Cape, are 
to be valued the more highly, as they were 
obtained without effuſion of blood. Earl Howe's 
and Admiral Duncan's victories were obſtinately 
conteſted, and purchaſed at the expence of the 
moſt horrible carnage on both fides; but they 
afford us the ſatisfaction of knowing, that the 
men to whom, under God, we look for protec- 
tion, are poſſeſſed of every requiſite to ſecure 
our fafety. The vigory of the gallant Earl of 
St. Vincent is unparalleled in hiſtory, and almoſt 
miraculous. On one fide, we ſee a degree of 
(kill, valour, and critical deciſion, rarely to be 
found even among brave.men ; and on the other, 
a negligence, inability, and cowardice, which 
ſeem to beſpeak judicial infatuation and blind- ad 
neſs. Betrayed or deſerted by our allies, God 
has not yet forſaken us; and though provoked 
by our manifold fins, his mercy ſtill triumphs 
over judgment. | 


The protection granted our Sitter Kingdom, 
whoſe fafety ſo deeply involves our own, above 
all victories, evinces a gracious Providence, wor- 
thy to be admired and adored. At the period 
the French fleet hovered on the Iriſh coaſts, ve 


were 


45 


were neither appriſed of the extent of our danger, 
nor prepared to meet it. Conſpiracy walked in 
larknefs, and thouſands of diſcontented Iriſhmen 
were ready to join their unnatural arms with 
thoſe of a foreign foe. An invaſion fo unexpett- 
d might have been made with little oppoſition, 
while gur navies were ſhut up in their ports by 
contrary winds, In this alarming criſis the 
Almighty wrought out our deliverance. He 
eu with his winds — the heftile force was 
{-attered upon the deep, and the French army, 
derived of their general, were obliged to return 

me with ſhame and diſappointment. Had the 
nemy made good their landing, more recent 
events juſtify the apprehenſion, that by this time 
{rlnd might have been reduced to a French 
proyince, and thereby not only have facilitated 
attack upon England, but have been actually 
aiding to the invaſion. Thanks be to God for 
his great falvation ! 

e repeated and obſtinate mutinies of our 
men, offered a ſpectacle novel as unlooked 
lor, and ſtruck a terror, ſuch as could not have 
cen excited by the proud and vindiè ive navies 


The pride of England 


bur combined focs. 


was abaſed, and the arm of her power broken. 


ler {trongeſt bulwarks appeared to crumble 


mo gut, and the batteries of deſtruction were 


+: pointed 


r EN ad dns 


[18 *) 
pointed from a quarter, to which we had been 
accuſtomed to look for deliverance. In thai 
hour of general trepidation, when an inviſible 
hand ſeemed to write on the wall, © God hath 
« numbered thy kingdom, and finiſhed it;“ in 
that hour, I fay, as though it were intended to 
improve dejection into deſpair, the man of the 
people, with his indigent and deſperate faction, 
ſeceded from our public counfels. Whether 
this were the att of treachery or weakneſs, God 
knoweth. But well might the public mind be 
alarmed, when our ſenators confeſſed deſpair, 
well might every othcer and private foldier deſert 
his poſt, or turn his arms againſt his country, 
when the - repreſentatives ot the people violated 
their moſt ſacred engagements, and refuſed to 
ſuccour their country in her utmoſt need. No- 
thing was wanting to turn the ſcale for deſtruc. 
tion, but that the military ſhould be excited to 
revolt; and this alfo was attempted by ſeditious 
and inflammatory hand-bills diſperſed among 
them. But “ He that fitteth above the water- 
* floods, {tilled the madneſs of the people.” To 
the winds and waves, He ſaid, Peace, be ſtil,” 
and there was a calm. The army ſtood firm in 
their allegiance, and the hour of conſideration 
1001 came, when God touched the hearts of our 
prave-ſeamen with a juſt remorſe. They became 
aihamed of their conduct, and, without compu 
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fon, returned to their duty, giving up to the 
uſtice of their country the wicked men, b) 
hole counſels they had been mifled. Nor is it 
den in the power of malice to queſtion the 
alty of a fleet, to which we are indebted for 
aol the moſt glorious and complete victories 
nt cver was atchieved by the Brittth navy. 
This event, I conſider as the moſt awtul and the 
not gracious providence we have witneſſed this 
var; and in the loudeſt and moſt forcible lan- 


zunge it admoniſhes us, that SALVATION Is OF 


(30D ALONE. 


To this ſeries of ſtriking providences, which 
exprefs God's goodneſs to our land, I add, our 
teets of merchantmen have in general returned 
home in ſafety, and that as often as our ſingle 
hips of war have engaged thoſe of the enemy, 
they have brought them triumphantly into our 
harbours. Thus have we been enriched by com- 
nerce in the midſt of war, while our enemies 
either did not dare meet us on the ſeas, or if they 
lid, it was to their ruin, and to increaſe the num- 
ver of our vidorious navy, 


here are, indeed, ill-informed men who con— 
nd, that all theſe ſucceſſes are nothing, yea, 
than nothing. But for theſe unhappy 
„they flatter themſelves they ſhould by 
C2 this 
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20 
this time enjoy the bleſſings of peace; and, hy- 
manely conſiderate of the effuſion of human 


blood, they mourn over our victories, as prolong- 
ing the horrors of war. And fo far I am dit. 
poſed to concede, that had our colonies been 
conquered, our flects defeated, our commerce 
rumed, and our ports blocked up, we ſhould, by 
this time, have had what they are pleaſed to call 
peace; but what every Engliſhman, whoſe boſom 
glows with the genuine flame of liberty, would 
denominate ſlavery. Yes, we ſhould have had 
ſuch a peace as France has given to Sardinia, to 
Holland, to Genoa, and to Venice. Inſtead of a 


part of our property generouſly ſacrificed to pre- 
ſerve every thing eſtimable to Engliſhmen and « \ 
Chriſtians, violent and ſanguinary requiſitions « ( 
would have ſtripped us to the laſt filling, and q 
when our country was diſmembered, our once « 4 
triumphant navies carried into Breſt and Toulon, 5 
our religion, laws, and liberties ſubverted, we el 
might have obtained, in recompence for all theſc 0 
evils, a French conſtitution, and the religion ol ATE 
reaſon. From ſuch a peace, good Lord deliver uh) 
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| need not tell you, that the thankſgivings, 
due on this occaſion, do not conſiſt in illumina- 
tions, ringing bells, firing guns, and hoiſting 
lags and much leſs in, noiſe and drunken riot. 
\With reſpect to the firſt, I confeſs they are na- 
| demonſtrations of joy to thoſe who know 
t how to expreſs it better; and, if they are 
accompanied by no criminal acts, though I can- 
10! recommend, yet 1 would not condemn them 
with; ſeverity, But to celebrate victory in glaſſes 
of wine, until reafon 1s loſt, and the man 1s de- 
raded to a beaſt, is highly to provoke divine 
udgments. The language of ſuch a conduct is 


ung 11 vocally this, © Depart from us, O God. 


* We defire not the knowledge of thy ways. 
Our arm is ſufficient; we put our truſt in 
!oets and armies, and neither need, nor deſire 
" Thy protection.” A conduct like this, always 
:minal, is doubly hateful on a day, when every 
ng ot the foul ſhould glow with gratitude, 
and prompt us to piety. Nevertheleſs I ſpeak 
i with ſorrow, ſuch is too often the iſſue of our 
Pc rejoicings; and this conſideration em- 
voidens me to addreſs to you, my brethren, an 
Wnonition, which I flatter myſelf you will re- 
ves Kindly, as I received it a few days ago 
rom © friend of mine: © I hope,” ſaid he, 
ng heard of our intention this day, to offer 
ur public thanks to God) “ 1 hope, you do 


* noÞ 


— 
to 
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not mean to ferve God in the morning, and 
the Devil at night.” I hope ſo too; for God 
forbid we, who ſpend the morning in pious 
thankigivings, ſhould cloſe the evening in intem- 
perance and riot, 


Nor do we appear before the common Father 
of mankind, to inſult over our enemies, and to 
rejoice in their loſſes and diſtrefſes. Such rejoic- 
ing may become the worſhippers of Moloch, bu; 
are abhorred by the diſciples of Chriſt. Ignorant 
or malevolent muſt thoſe men be who aſcribe to 
us a temper of mind ſo hateful to God and men 
No. We love our enemies, and wiſh them well 
in every ſenſe of the word. When we reflect 
that victory 1s purchaſed at ſo large an expence 
ot treaſure and blood, we feel, and we lament, 


for France as well as England. Our joy is in. "em 
ſpired by the ſole principle of ſelt-prefervation; liſp 
a principle which is a great law of our nature, Man 
and the grand bond of ſocial union. It is this will! 
principle which actuates us, not by the gentle [ ar, 


ſuaſions of reaſon, but the irreliſtible force of 
inſtinet ; which gives courage to the fearful and 
ſtrength to the weak; which cheers the heart of 
the wretch eſcaped ſhipwreck, and gladdens the 


foldier who ſurvives the ſlaughter of battle. Wor Christi 
is that unnatural ſtate which makes us ſcek lite Wi 
aud ſafety by the deſtruction of our enemies; but arge 
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when we rejoice, it is not becauſe our enemies 


5 e deſtroyed, but that we are preſerved alive; 
5 vor that France 1s diſtreſſed, but that England is 
5 deemed from ruin. 
And here J cannot but indulge an obſervation, 
ther vt intended to reproach thoſe who accuſe our 
160 rejoicigs as ſanguinary ; but merely of a defen- 
58 we nature, to repel the charge, and to make 
| but em careful of imputing to their brethren a 
3 (potion fo diabolical, until they themſelves are 
1 4 ;:eparcd to give us the example of ſuperior bene- 
* vulence. Upon the moſt impartial eſtimate I 
wel been able to form of the principles and 
ect. characters of the men who approve or reprobate 
es tle preſent war, I have not been able to perceive 
. at the diflentients are more merciful in their 
is in- empers, more peaceable in their lives, or more 
lion; ſyhoſed to put up with inſults, or pardon injuries, 
ature, an ourſelves. Reyile them, and they, I fear, 
s this wih revile again; ſmite them on one cheek, and, 
ol dare not believe, they will turn the other. Too 
of anz there are of bad principles and violent. 
ul and pers, who both ſupport and oppoſe the war; 
-art of 0d the beſt, on both ſides, may be aſhamed how 
ns the ele they have embibed of the ſpirit of the 
Wer Uiitian Teacher. Wherever an error can be 
ek lite oled in the judgment, we ſhould never 
s; but "1arge 1t on the depravitv of the heart. To 
wh! charge 
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charge us, therefore, as men of ſanguinary minds, 
merely becauſe we ſupport our country in a war 
we conceive to be juſt, is an imputation fo odious, 
that it cannot but be repelled with indignation, 
If it be perliſted in, retaliation muſt be expected. 
Before we can lend an obedient ear to theſe 
ſeyere reprovers, we muſt require unequivocal 
proofs of their own moderation. When this is 
done, we may be compelled to acknowledge, 
that the ſevere reproots and heavy criminations, 
addreſſed to us on this ſubject, flow from a love 
of peace, and not from the ſpirit of faction. 


Chriſtian thankfgiving for ſuch ſignal delive. 
rances, implies that vie aſcribe to God all the 
honour of them. This ſentiment has. occurred 
more then once in my Sermon, and it is of tha 
moment that I mutt recur to it again and again 
„The Lord is a jealous God: He will not give 
*« His glory to another, nor His praiſes to graven an 
images.“ A tribute of approbation is due to C0 
our gallant Admirals and hardy Seamen; and it 
is the pooreſt recompence they can receive for ir 
ſuch important ſervices ; but let us not confound 
firſt and ſecond cauſes, and give that glory t le 
the creature, which is due to the Creator. Be It 
ſides that {kill} and courage to which we are in 01 
mediately indebted for victory, there are a then a8 
ſand remote cauſes, which we cannot invettigate, i 
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hat have contributed to it. Our inſular fitua- 
tion, the produtts of the country, her arts and 
manufactures, her commerce and colonies, her 
religion, Jaws, and liberties, and an infinite variety 
of other cauſes, have contributed to form that 
victorious navy of which we boaſt. . But all theſe 
ſecondary cauſes, whether immediate or remote, 
are under the influence and direction of the Wiſe 
Governor and Sovereign Diſpoſer of all events; 
end no poſſible concurrence of ſecond cauſes, 
however favourable, can ſecure us victory, if He 
wills defeat. Winds and waves ſubmit to His 
-ontrovl., If His diſpleaſure ariſe, © He makes 
* diviners mad, cutteth off the ſpirit of Princes, 
and turns their counſels into fooliſhneſs.” He 
can brake the ſtrength of the mighty, and wither 
the courage of the brave ; or if He pleaſes, © one 
* ſiali chaſe a thouſand, and ten put ten thou- 
« {and to flight.” This is what religion teaches, 
aud found reaſon approves; ſo that we muſt 
conteſs, that © whatever good is done in the 
* cxrth, the Lord doth it himſelf.” It follows 
rom this principle, that we ſhould guard againſt 
pride and elation of mind, and ſee that we 
mace no improper confidence in our naval power. 
t has obtained for us many great victories ; but 
ot one of them without God's bleſſing. So long 
as tle fees good, victory will crown our exer- 
ons; but if we provoke Him, He will put a 
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period to our victories, and clothe us with ſhame. 
Let us not then deſpiſe our enemies, as interior in 
diſcipline and valour, and as incapable of ſtanding 
againſt our invincible fleets. Invincible, did! 
ſay? The word is coined by human pride, and 
implics blaſphemy againſt the God of Heaven 
He alone is invincible, who is the Only Poten 
tate, King of Kings, Lord of Hoſts, and God «f 
Battles, 


Oar praiſe ſhould be fervent, as well as cordial, 
God looks at our hearts, and demands their ado— 
ration. The Divine Character claims all our 
love and admiration ; his benefits are ineſtimable. 
and our late deliverances are wondertul and glo- 
rious. Our gratitude, love, and praiſe ſhould, in 
{ome humble fort, be proportioned to theſe deli 
verances. Do we value our peace and wealth? 
Does it call for gratitude, that terror is not the 
order of the day? that our land 1s not fattened 
with the blood of her ſons? that her daughters 
and matrons are preſerved from violation ?—In a 
word, that flavery, poverty, and irreligion, with 
almoſt every vice that can diſgrace, and every 
calamity that can afflict a nation, are not orga 
nized into a ſyſtem, and recommended and prac- 
tiſed under the ſacred names of liberty and virtue? 
If theſe be our ſentiments, let our hearts cx! 
with joy; and let each of us fay, “ Praife the 
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Lord, O my ſoul, and let all that is within me 
* magnify His holy name.” 


Gratitude ſhould lead us to repent of our fins, 
nd to reform our lives: For © obedience is better 
* than facrifice, and to hearken than the fat of 

rams.” Unleſs we do this, God will fay, 
ring me no more vain oblations. Incenſe is 
an abomination.” Your ſolemn faſt days, and 

days of thankſgiving, © My foul hateth; 

hey are a trouble to Me, I am weary to bear 
them,” Obedience to God is the only rea- 

ible teſt of our gratitude for His benefits; and, 

otwithſtanding all our gracious deliverances, 
ve port to tread in the crooked paths of tranf- 
ehem, we ſhall provoke the Divme patience ; 
nd vengeance, ſo long ſuſpended, will deſcend 
1a horrible tempeſt on our guilty heads. Sin is 
de diſgrace of any people, and, ſoon or late, 
maſt be their ruin. Though every ſpire of graſs 
gland were an armed man, every tree a ſhip 

war, and every foot of ſoil ſolid gold down to 
center of the earth, not all that force and 
tre ſhould ſave us from the hand of the 
ing God. Unleſs we repent, we muſt periſh. 
We talk much cf our national debt ſtanding as 
Zulph, in which the country is ready to be 


0; but we pay little regard to our national 


A. 


— 5 4a * 
— 2 — —ꝛͤ . — 


12» — —-— t 2x — ͤ • — 


* 


1389 


ſins, the inviſible pioneers who have dug that 
tremendous grave. One day, the ruin of the 
country is charged on the miniſtry, and the next 
on the oppoſition ; and both, it may be, in they 
turns, have been uſed by a righteous God, as 
inſtruments to prepare us for the day of ver 
geance. But, be it remembered, that if great 
men are the /ruments ot ruin, it is the imment 
aggregate of a nation's ſins, in which each ind. 
vidual has a part, that is the procuring cauſe of 
our deſtruction. Buonoparte and his victorions 
legions, carry no terror to the heart of a cal 
chriſtian: but he ſees in the country itfelf an 
enemy truly formidable. Conſider the armies 
of curſers, ſwearers, drunkards, thieves, whore- 
mongers, liars, ſabbath-brenkers, extortioners, inf. 
dels, and finners of every deſcription—mark th: 


general and flagrant corruption of men of all} 


ranks amongſt us. Theſe are our mortal foes; 
theſe the enemics of God, and of their country. 
Let the country fall when it may, ſhe will fall 
the hands of men of this deſcription. A forcig! 
toe is to be conſidered merely as the exec! 

of the Divine judgments. Let us then break of 
our ſius by repentance. Let us fear the Fatbe 
of our ſpirits, and live, For ſurely there is a C 
who judgeth in the earth; and his judgment 
are even now ſtalking around us. 
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| may be told, we are not, like the French, a 
1ation Joſt to religion, and to every principle of 
der, juſtice, and humanity. To this I reply, 
Firſt, We are partial judges in a cauſe which fo 
nearly concerns ourſelves. Secondly, Perhaps the 


| 


al difference between the two nations is not ſo 


„cat as we imagine. Infidelity abounds in this 
country, though it is not fo openly avowed, and 


| 


oloried in. We decently keep on the maſk, 


winch they have boldly thrown aſide. They 
have no religion, and we (I ſpeak of the genera- 
iy} have little better than the appearance of it. 
Fhirdly, Suppoſe the actual {tate of our enemies 
bad, or even worſe than our own ; (and this 
| ſear is the fact) yet this will by no means de- 
termine on which fide lies the heavieſt weight of 
comparative guilt, when God thall weigh the 
two nations in an equal balance. Jo eſtimate 
moral depravity of character, we muſt not only 
conider the crime, but the various circumſtances 
unter which it was committed. It a youth, un- 
educated, and from early infancy familiarized to 
"Very „icious example, turn out a profligate and 
a ain, we are not ſurprized, for we expected 
no s. From the circumſtances of the boy we 
voecieted the character of the man; but while 
crimes fill us with abhorrence, they receive 
ene ſhades of palliation from the infelicity of his 
and early connections. It is impothible for 
us 


: 


— — 


FI e — w_ 
* ” = 


— * 
— 2 — U—U—M—A— — D * 


I 30 ] 

us not to pity the wretch, whom we deteſt, But 
had this young man been well born, well educated, 
and enjoyed peculiar advantages from being early 
converſant with the wiſe and good, his crime; 
could receive no extenuation. We ſhould be 
compelled to view him with unqualified abhor— 
rence, as a monſter of human depravity. This 
illuſtration may help us to form a juſt idea of the 
comparative guilt of France and England. 


What reaſon to wonder is there, if a people 
who were not permitted to read their bibles; 
who were compelled to believe, or to appear to 


believe, every abſurdity the prieſt thould propoſe, 


under the penalty of being burned alive in this 
world, and ot being damned in the next; and 
who were thus accuſtomed to view chriſtianity, 
not as deſcending from heaven, arrayed with hea- 
venly charms and virtues to bleſs our wretched 
ſpecies; but as a ſpirit of darkneſs, aſcending 
from-the abvſs to baniſh peace from the earth, to 
bathe it with blood, to diſcourage ſcience, and to 
bind liberty in chains? What reaſon, I repeat, 1 
there to wonder, it ſuch a people, ſuffering that 
oppreſhion which drives a wife man mad, ſhould 
at laſt act like madmen, and throw off all religion: 
The fame extenuation may be offered tor all their 
dreadiul errors reſpecting civil government. How 
ſhould a nation underſtand juſt and rational li 

berty, 
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bert, who had been ſo long habituated only to 


ut err * How was it poſſible tor them, at once, 
ed, to make thoſe nice diſtinctions, which reſpectively 
rly mack the doubttul limits of freedom and licen- 
ey oufnels? 
be f 
mol The tins of this country, I ſpeak it with re- 
(his uftance, admit no palliation ; but appear in their 
the nked deformity and intrinſic turpitude. Among 
15, every man may read God's word. The moſt 
Netent herty is allowed him of propoling any 
pple lieu, which may ariſe in reading it; and the 
les; unple means are afforded him of obtaining 
+ Age : ſolution of all his doubts. No man is dragooned 
pole, Into religion. No man is called upon to believe ) 
| this of prabtiſe more, than it can be ſhewn him by / 
and onclufive reaſoning, that it is his duty to believe 
ny nd practiſe. And with reſpect to every advan- 
| Nea- age, which can render a nation great, proſperous, 
tched md happy; 1 dare affirm, that from the æra of 
nding e g10:10us Revolution under King William, no 
th, t0 wtion over exiſted, which, at any period of its 
nd to enjoyed ſuch an accumulation of temporal 
el, 1 il ſpiritual mercies. I confidently affert the 
g that fact which envenoms all our ſins with un- 
ſhould equa led ingratitude. We have liberty; but, tur- 
avon: "nt 25 the ſeas which ſurround us, we cannot 
r Me poſſeſs religion; but, diſſolved in 
How 


Bury immerſed in buſineſs, we neglect and 
deſpiſe 


wal li- 


berty, 


— 


— 


— — — 
— uw 


— 


— - 


—ü—— 
2 "_— ee. eee eee — 


——„-— ee ge CO I 
* =» — —_— * x = 


a — wt WOT" 
= 2 ˙ an. — — — RY — 
= — _ — 5 


— 


LW 


deſpiſe it. For the preſent, however, I will pref 
this ungrateful topic no farther. The day is not 
a fait, but a feſtival; conſecrated to joy, and not 
given to mourning. 


The laſt thing to be noticed on this day, is to 
encourage our truſt in God. Having witneſſed ſo 
many providential interpoſitions for our ſalyation, 
let neither the proud threats, nor the formidable 
preparations of our enemies, fink us into deſpon- 
dency, and diſcourage the holy exerciſes of faith 
and prayer, by bringing us to deſpair of God's 
future mercies. - Bad as we are, the preſent ex- 
penſive and bloody war is, I humbly truſt, ap- 
pointed to chaſtiſe, and not to deſtroy us. I per 
ſuade myſelf, that He who hath delivered us, will | 
yet deliver. England ſhall yet be the joy of the 
earth, and the envy of all lands. God will yet go 
forth with our hoſts, and maintain our cauſe. Lei 
us be of good courage, and truſt in the Lord; 
and He ſhall ſtrengthen our hearts, and difcomiit 


all our enemies. 


f | 

Having explained the nature of a Chriſtian *h 
Thankſgiving on this occaſion, little remains to be 4}. 
{aid on the duty of rejoicing after this god!y for. ber- 
I obſerved before, that juſtice commanded, and g. 
gratitude compelled us, to return thanks to Gov, . 


for events which He only could bring to pals 
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Every principle which teaches us to love and de- 
fend our country, invites us to rejoice in its ſafety, 
and give thanks for its protection. If we conſider 
our deliverances as an anſwer to our prayers, of- 
ſered in public and private, we have a moſt pow- 
ertul additional argument for doing ſo. And it 
is in this point of view I would have you to con- 
ſder them. Many, many thouſands have been 
praying for the peace and ſafety of their country; 
and am bold to declare, whatever ſcorn the 
wowal may draw upon me from infidels, that I 
aſcribe a larger ſhare of our victories and ſucceſſes, 
o the prayers of thoſe among us, who truly fear 
God, than to the counſels of our ſtateſmen, the 
of our commanders, and the brayery of our 
forces. Ten godly men would have ſaved Sodom; 
and the pure religion of Jeſus is the ſtrongeſt de- 
lence, as it is the brighteſt ornament, and the 
molt ineſtimable treaſure of every people who 
potiets it. 


| have anticipated and anſwered the objection 
*f thoſe who refuſe to ſhare our joy, becauſe the 
aurels of victory are ſtained with blood. Others 
ther? are, who excuſe themſelves from this duty, 
becauſt they will not countenance an unjuſt war. 
for the preſent, we will concede that the war is 
wut, and that they do well to give it no coun- 
E tenance. 
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tenance, Nevertheleſs, it will not be difficult to 
ſhew, that it is their duty to praiſe God for the 
deliverances granted to their country. I would 
intreat ſuch perſons to give a fair anſwer to the 
following queſtions :—ls not Almighty God a 
greater Potentate than the French Republic? 
Are not the fins committed immediately againſi 
Him, more heinous, as marked with bolder rebel. 
hon and blacker ingratitude, than any we commit 
againſt our fellow men ? Have not you yourſelves 
committed ſuch ſins againſt God; which, if they 
were puniſhed according to their deſert, would 
be your ruin in time and eternity? Notwithſtand- 
ing, Has not the Lord ſpared you, and do you not 
praiſe Him? And praiſe Him chiefly on this con- 
lideration, that He is merciful to your unrighteouſ- 
neſs? All theſe queſtions you muſt anſwer in the 
affirmative. Once more then I aſk you, upon 
theſe conceſſions, if it be alſo granted that you 
ſhould love your neighbour as yourſelf—ls it not 
your duty to join your King and country in praiſing 
God, for being merciful to our unrighteouſnels 
The more unjuſt the war 1s, the more aſtoniſhing 
and adorable is that mercy which faves us trom 
the hand of our enemies. Doſt thou bleſs God 
for ſparing thee, a ſolitary individual, and wilt thou 
not praiſe Him for ſparing a great nation? If the 
vileſt malefactor were reprieved, or pardonee, 

when 


It to 
the 
vould 
) the 
od a 
iblic? 
gainſt 
rebel. 
mmi 
ſelves 
if they 
would 
Iſtand- 
'OU Dot 
is con- 
hteoul- 
in the 
„ upon 
hat you 
s it not 
praiſing 
uſneſo 
»niſhing 
us from 
eſs God 
vilt thou 
? If the 
ardoned. 
when 


1 35 ] 


when the ſword of juſtice was bared to ſtrike the 
fatal blow, wouldſt thou refuſe to bend thy knee, 
and join the miſerable wretch in praiſing a mer- 
citul God? If ſuch be thy ſtern regard to juſtice, 
that thou wouldſt rejoice in the vindictive blow 
that puniſhed thy guilty country, art thou ſure, 
that thou thyſelf, thy wife, children, friends, and 
zcrhaps three million of young perſons of both 
ends, will eſcape uninjured in the general wreck? 
Wilt thou not rejoice in their ſafety, and in thy 
own? It our hands be full of blood, what a fe- 
licity is it to yourſelf and your unhappy country, 
that yours are pure? Stand then in the gap, like 
Moſes, Plead for Britain as Abraham did for 
Sodom. This were a godlike part. This were 
% merit the appellation of a chriſtian and a 
patriot. 


But what J granted for the ſake of argument, 
| niuit now retract from a regard to truth and 
jwitce, I dare not in conſcience affirm, that the 
war was unjuſt and unneceſſary. I ſincerely wiſh 
we had never engaged in it; but I dare not light- 
y, Without irrefiſtible evidence, ſpeak evil of the 
Ruler of my people, by charging this bloody war, 
ad its conſequences upon him. God forbid 
tot we thould in malice miſrepreſent the conduct 
4 the French Rulers, and much more, that we 

E 2 ſhould 
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ſhould put uncandid conſtructions on the actions 
of our own. Governors are men, and claim in- 
dulgence for their errors, as well as other men. 
Were the war ever ſo unjuſt in its origin, it is 
now perfectly juſt, becauſe it is inevitable. If 
the French were injured, they have obtained large 
indemnification on every ſide. Twice have we 
ſued for peace, and twice has our Embaſſador 
been expelled their country with ſcorn, They 
now declare the exiſtence of our Monarchy in- 
compatible with that of their Republic. It is 
evident to all Europe, that they aim at nothing 
leſs than the deſtruction of our country, and that 
they fight, not to defend themſelves, or to recover 
what they have loſt, but merely from a ſpirit of 
conqueſt and revenge. Whatever, therefore, had 
been my ſentiments before this awful period, 
ſhould now feel it my duty to ſupport my country, 
in every way that may become a man and a 
chriſtian. 


III. It only remains that I ſhould cloſe the ſub- 
ject, with an exhortation ſuited to the occaſion. 


Rejoice, My Brethren, but rejoice with trem- 
bling. We have gained many great victories; 
but the enemy, ſo often repelled, becomes hercer 


in his attack. One dreadful conflict, perhaps 
many, 
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many, yet remain, before we can ſecure the bleſ- 
ings of peace. At this day, our danger is more 
threatening than fince we engaged in the war. 
Deſerted by our Allies, we ſtand alone againſt an 
enemy inured to war, fluſhed with conqueſt, 
nad with political phrenſy, enraged by diſap- 
pointment, and thirſting for blood, pillage, and 
reycnge. To defpiſe ſuch an enemy were mad- 
neſo. Let no man fay, It is impoſſible for them 
to invade us. Nothing is impoſſible with God; 
and thould He appoint them to chaſtiſe the fins 
we have committed againſt Him, they will ſoon 
give us to underſtand, that no human oppoſition is 
nvincible to a bold and ſkilful enemy. The force 
ve are able to oppofe is indeed truly formidable; 
but the events of the laſt year teach us, that one 
gale of wind may favour a French Invaſion, and 
render our wooden bulwarks of no avail. De- 
pondency is unmanly and unchriſtian; but ſe- 
curity, at ſuch a crifis, is infatuation, and predicts 
ruin. I therefore repeat the exhortation, Rejoice, 
but 7:301ce with trembling. 


ut to not miſtake me. It is before God, and 
not man, that I would have you to tremble. 
Aga1it the French, I humbly truſt, we have not 
ned; but if we have, ignorance, want of in- 
wrm4tion, and many other conſiderations, may 
palliate 
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palliate our guilt. But againſt the Almighty we 
have all ſinned, and our conſciences bear witneſs, 
that we have merited exemplary puniſhment, 
Againſt a human foe, we can oppoſe courage and 
ſtrength ; but if God be our enemy, we have no 
i defence to oppoſe to his power and juſtice. Jo 
Him let us confeſs and lament our fins. Do not 
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| imagine He is to be ſoothed and flattered, by 
| words of falſhood and forms of religion. No. He 
| trieth your ſpirits, and with inflexible juſtice Ile 
puniſhes a wicked nation. Preſent on his altars 


the ſacrifice of a broken heart and contrite ſpirit, 
Repent, and live. Turn from your iniquities, aud 


_—_— 
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they ſhall not become your ruin. Then make 
your prayer, and God will fave you, 


Particularly, you, my Beloved Brethren, who, 
above others of your countrymen, profeſs to fear 


— — #,.. = 


God and work righteoulnefs, day and night, make 
interceſſion for the Daughter of your people. Old 
men, women, and young perſons of both fexes— 


— 


— 


Ye cannot meet a victorious enemy in the field; 
of death; it is in the peaceful retirement of your 
cloſet, you can fight the battles of your country. 
In that ſield you will be joined by all the children 
of your God]; and there, without effuſion of blood, 
you can wield the moſt formidable weapon that 


is uſed by man. Remember how Moſes prayed, 
and 
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and joſhua fought. Call to mind the glorious 
victory atchieved by the ſword of the Lord and of 
Gideon. See avenging fires, or refreſhing rains, 
ailing from heaven, as Elijah prays. See good 
{[-z:kiah, proſtrate and weeping before his God, 
2nd |! an angel is commiſſioned from the throne 
o contound the pride of the Aſſyrian armies. 
Laſt of all, fix your eyes on mighty Nineveh. It 
not Rabſhaketh nor Buonoparte, who hath de- 
voiced her proud bulwarks, and appointed her 
children to the ſword. The dreadful fiat iſſues 
en the God of Heaven. The day of vengeance 
eified. The Prophet's warning voice is 
Fear. The monarch leaps from his throne, lets 
al! th» fceptre and the diadem, clothes himſelf in 
ſackcloth, and calls upon his ſubjeets to ſhare his 
lorrows, and to join in his ſupplications. The 
died of prayer is heard in Heaven, and the Father 
of n:-ankind bids his guilty creatures live. Such, 
ear Brethren, 1s the prevalence of faithful prayer. 
Ve have linned as Nineveh ; as Nineveh may we 
:eperit. The prayers of a chriſtian people are 
more than fleets and armies ; and whatever ca- 
amis we are yet to ſuffer, or whatever dangers 
v2 are to encounter, of this I am certain, that 
every one who fears God will honour the King, 
ind who pray for themſelyes, muſt pray for 
tele country. 

beſeech 
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I beſcech you cultivate peace with your fellow. 
citizens. Be not haſty to brand with the names 
of Democrat and Traitor, every man whoſe po- 
litical ſentiments do not exactly ſquare with your 
own. Exerciſe all candour, patience, and long 
ſuſferance. Let the hour call for it, and many, 
who have differed from you in various reſpects, 
will ſhew, that in the mam things we are all 
agreed. They will be forward to evince, that 


they do not wiſh the ruin of their country ; but | 


are ready to fight by your ſide, and die in its de- 


fence. Do not then, by harſh judgments and | 


ungenerous ſuſpicions, make thoſe your enemies 
who would be your triends. Rather by reafon 


and kindneſs conciliate the moſt refractory ſpirits. 
If you judge you have the beſt cauſe, ſupport it | 


by ſuch arguments as will not diſgrace it. Com- 
pel men to applaud both your moderation and 
your fortitude, 


To conclude, ſuch as you would have your- 


ſelves thought to be in this hour of victory and | 


rejoicing, ſuch approve yourſelves in the hour of 
blood, if God permit it to come on our land, 
Then approve your courage, your loyalty, and 
public ſpirit. In that hour the characters of men 
will be developed, and their principles brought 


to a ſevere teſt, May we all ſtand the fiery trial. 
: ** 
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Let 10 man then ſhrink from danger, complain of 


eilen pain, or baſely facrifice public good to pri- 
wie intereſt. You have a country to fight for, 


id r-ligion and liberty to defend. Your wives 


children require you to fave them from ſlavery 
und oprettion. Every principle of man, every 


( 


human and divine, commands you to 
„our laſt ſhilling, and to ſhed your blood, 
drop, rather than ſee your country reduced 
on French department. 


| 1 wretch born in ſlavery, habituated to the 
teels but half its weight; but wretched 
imagination is the man, nurſed in the 
lap of liberty, when he bends indignant 


dne galling yoke. What a ſpectacle would it 


' Kurope, to ſee Britannia falling from her 
where ſhe has ſet ſo long as a queen 


100: the nations! O how ſhould we afterwards 


yr onounce the honoured name of Engliſh- 
r aſpire after the bleſſings of liberty? No. 
we have thoſe bleſſings, let us learn to 
tem, and defend them to the laſt. Let us 


among ourſelves, - and forgetting party 


and little animoſities, ſtand in a common 


gainſt a common foe. Let us put away 
„ and cultivate the Divine protection by 
prayer and undiſſembled piety. Let us 
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be true to God, and to cach other, and we dare 
meet the world in arms. In ſuch a temper of 
mind, we need entertain no apprehenſtons for 
the iſſue of the war, but may boldly fay—© The 
„ Lord of Hoſts is with us, the God of Jacob is 
* our refuge.” Amen! 5 
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the subject of this elegant piece, was a young lady of 
a1111ty, educated in all the elegancies of polite life; but all 
ies were interrupted by the conviction that she was a 
wr, Under these impressions she sunk into what is called re- 
ancholy, and in this situation these letters were addressed 


wr, with a view of pointing her to the Refwze, set before us in 
(owe! 


or, after explaining the doctrine of the fall, and shewing 

' Impox=thility of justification by the law, points the convinced 

de righteousness and atonement of Jesus Christ, and ju- 
\ -Xplains the Gospel method of Salvation. 


torefting Letters are written with neatness, perspicuity, 
"1 viegance. The typography is in the first style of fine 
and the Frontispiece is executed in the best manner of 
man original Design by Seid. 
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